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• Washington Post – December 8, 2016 U.S. life expectancy declines for the first time since 1993

• Washington Post – December 21, 2017 Fueled by drug crisis, U.S. life expectancy declines for a second straight 
year

• Washington Post – November 29, 2018 U.S. life expectancy declines again, a dismal trend not seen since 
World War I

WASHINGTON POST HEADLINES ON U.S. LIFE EXPECTANCY 
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U.S. life expectancy has declined over 3 years, for the first time in a century.  

Through education, research, policy, and action, the Bloomberg American Health Initiative 
aims to use the tools of public health to address major health challenges facing the United 
States and save lives.

The Initiative has five focus areas: addiction and overdose, environmental challenges, 
obesity and the food system, risks to adolescent health, and violence. The three cross-
cutting themes are equity, evidence, and policy.

BLOOMBERG AMERICAN HEALTH INITIATIVE
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FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

Jennifer oversees the implementation of the Healthy Homes for 
Healthy Kids program, Breathe Easier asthma program, and all HUD 
Healthy Home Rating System assessments that are conducted in 
accordance with the local HUD-funded lead hazard control program. 

The Healthy Homes Coalition of West Michigan is a 501(c) 3 non-
profit organization with the mission of improving children’s health 
and well-being by eliminating harmful housing conditions. Healthy 
Homes provides community education, direct services, and policy 
leadership to ensure that children are protected from hazards such as 
lead poisoning, poor indoor air quality, asthma triggers, and 
accidental injury.

Ashley is a Regional Community Impact Director responsible for 
implementing evidence-based health programs in urban and rural 
settings that improve patient outcomes for those most at risk for 
chronic disease. Ashley works with coalitions that address the social 
determinants of health, facilitates community needs assessments, 
and oversees targeted food system and obesity programs that impact 
marginalized communities in the North Texas market. 

The American Heart Association's Southwest Affiliate works and 
collaborates with coalitions to address public health issues including 
healthy food access, tobacco control, obesity prevention and 
cardiovascular disease.

Jennifer Spiller
Healthy Homes Coalition West Michigan 
Grand Rapids, MI 
Focus Area:  Environmental Challenges 

Ashley Hickson
American Heart Association 
Houston, TX
Focus Area:  Obesity and the Food System 



FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

Alison is the epidemiologist for the North Carolina Office of the Chief 
Medical Examiner.  She is responsible for tracking all deaths 
investigated by the medial examiner in NC.  She focuses on assuring 
the quality of data collected by the medical examiner system.  She is 
responsible for producing the annual report and special reports 
intended to highlight emerging trends, such as the rapid rise in 
deaths involving fentanyl analogues. 

The North Carolina Office of the Chief Medical Examiner oversees the 
operations of the state’s entire medial examiner systems which 
investigates all sudden, unexpected, and violent deaths in North 
Carolina. 

Josh works on violence prevention, juvenile justice, and youth 
development.  He co-created Next Step, a hospital-based violence 
intervention program that serves victims of violent trauma at the 
largest Level I trauma center in the state.  He also designed a 
program for young people at risk of involvement with violence that 
is implemented in partnership with Minneapolis Public Schools, the 
Minneapolis Police Department, and the Hennepin County 
Attorney’s Office.  Josh serves as Project Director for a CDC-
Supervision Center, and provides technical assistance to policy 
makers, other City department, and community-based agencies.

Alison Miller
North Carolina Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
Raleigh, NC
Focus Area:  Addiction and Overdose 

Josh Peterson
Minneapolis Health Department 
Minneapolis, MS
Focus Area:  Violence



FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

Veronica was a Presidential Management Fellow with the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development.  She currently 
serves as a Social Science Analyst with the Office of Policy 
Development and Research. Her work focuses on health and 
housing initiatives and the intersections of adolescent health, 
housing assistance programs, and neighborhoods. 

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development serves 
over ten million low-income individuals annually through housing 
rental assistance programs. Its mission is to create strong, 
sustainable, inclusive communities and quality affordable homes 
for all.

Ivana is responsible for research, writing and communication 
activities, and assisting with grant, budget and contract management. 
Ivana has been a lead contributor to projects within the healthy 
community design portfolio including the development of the 
Transportation and Health Tool, a landmark tool developed by the 
U.S. Department of Transportation and the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

The American Public Health Association (APHA) champions the health 
of all people and all communities. APHA’s Center for Public Health 
Policy (Center) highlights the connections between communities —
where we live, work, play and learn — and our collective health. 

Ivana Castellanos
American Public Health Association 
Washington, DC
Focus Area:  Environmental Challenges

Veronica Helms
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development Washington, DC
Focus Area:  Adolescent Health
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• Organizational Diversity:
• 62% of fellows are in non-traditional organizations  

• Geographic Spread:
• 94% are from the East Coast
• 5.8% are from the West Coast
• 0.2% are from other parts of the country and 1 

territory

• Part Time and Full Time Program Formats:
• MPH:

• 94% enroll as Part Time students
• 5% enroll as Full Time students

• DrPH Program is only offered part time 

• Gender:
• 96% are Women
• 4% are Men

FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM TO DATE



Organizational Support - Applied Experience 
Awards:

• Data assessment for opioid use related disorders in 
14 county tribal jurisdictional service areas of the 
Cherokee Nation 

• Understanding the context of vulnerable Latino 
youth in origin and establish supportive 
connections with local immigrant youth

• Development of an educational video addressing 
the intersections of racism and gender-based 
violence

• Assessment of obesity rates and health food 
outlets around churches in the Bronx, NY through 
spatial mapping

Organizational Request:

• Access to and sharing of best practices

• Guidance with policy changes

• Support with data analysis

• Research opportunities with faculty

• Connections with similar organizations across 
the county

PARTNERSHIPS



New Courses Designed:

• Critical Issues in Health Disparities

• The Opioid Crisis: Problem Solving 

• One Health Tools to Promote and Evaluate Healthy 
and Sustainable Communities 

• Suicide Prevention: Problem Solving Seminar

Seminars to Support Fellows and Organizations:

• Performance Management and Public Health

• Leadership

• Advocacy

• Communication and Media Training

• The Importance of Program Implementation 

PARTNERSHIPS



INCOMING 2019 BLOOMBERG FELLOWSHIP COLLABORATING ORGANIZATIONS…a few
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INITIATIVE FOOTPRINT

Through education, research and direct engagements, the Initiative is building a 
national network to maximize impact.



CHANGE AGENTS

Through education, research and direct engagements, the Initiative is building a national 
network to maximize impact.



OPPORTUNITIES TO  STAY CONNECTED

● Visit our website https://americanhealth.jhu.edu/

● Follow us on Twitter @AmericanHealth

● Sign-up for our newsletter, The American Health Dispatch, to receive the latest news from the 
initiative.

● Subscribe to The American Health Podcast  where we dig deeper into issues that impact public health 
in the United States.

● Subscribe to our YouTube channel where you can view the latest videos on Initiative-related topics

https://americanhealth.jhu.edu/
https://twitter.com/americanhealth
https://americanhealth.jhu.edu/newsletter
https://americanhealth.jhu.edu/podcast
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUZxZ5k-tkyols59jgapQPg


THANK YOU

Thank You!
Michelle Spencer

Michelle.spencer@jhu.edu
americanhealth.jhu.edu

mailto:Michelle.spencer@jhu.edu
http://www.americanhealth.jhu.edu/
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